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99 Years Young! 

Doris Yates had a huge surprise when her son brought her to Blackwell’s for her 99th birthday lunch on 5th February. A large crowd of family 
and friends had gathered secretly in the back room to wish her a very happy birthday. The look of complete surprise on her face as she entered and 
saw the large group of well-wishers was wonderful to see. Doris walked around greeting everyone. Blackwell’s had decorated the room with banners 
and flowers and had put on splendid refreshments, including a delicious cake. What a happy day!  Sue Walker
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Come and Try Day 
Saturday, 25 April 

Interested in giving bowls a try? Come 
along at any time between 11am and 4pm on 
Saturday, 25 April. The club will provide the 
bowls. All you need is flat-soled footwear or 
trainers and clothing suitable for the weather 
conditions. Coaches and experienced 
members will be available to guide and sup-
port you on the day. 
We are located close to The Nap car park just 
beyond the Kings Langley surgery.
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Hospice launches new 
respite care service 

The Hospice of St Francis in Berkhamsted has launched ‘Respite 
for Good’, a new chargeable service offering short-term 
residential care for people who rely on family carers for help with 
everyday tasks. This onsite personal care service is designed to 
give family carers the break they deserve, while ensuring their 
loved ones receive 
exceptional care in a safe 
and supportive 
environment. 
Available for booking periods 
of up to two weeks, the four 
modern onsite rooms 
combine comfort and safety, 
offering an adjustable bed, 
en-suite bathroom, call 
system, Wi-Fi/smart TV and 
nutritious, home-cooked 
meals to create a relaxing 
environment. Wellbeing 
activities, views over the 

beautiful gardens and natural light, ensure a sense of peace and 
calm. 
For caregivers, the responsibility of looking after a loved one can be 
physically and emotionally 

exhausting. Respite care in the Hospice offers a temporary break, 
allowing them to rest, recharge and attend to personal needs 
without compromising the quality of care their loved one receives. 

Respite for Good reflects a growing need for flexible care options 
and means that The Hospice of St Francis can generate additional 

income to help fund its core mission, 
sustaining and strengthening free 
hospice care for over 2,000 local 
patients and families each year. 

“Respite for Good isn’t just a pause 
for carers – it’s a vital opportunity for 
families to re-energise and guests to 
experience comfort and dignity in a 
wonderful setting.” (Fay Richardson, 
Director of Care at the Hospice) 

For more information about   
Respite for Good, please visit 
stfrancis.org.uk/respite 

From Vital 
Signs to Cake 
Designs  

Local RAF nurse turned 
cake decorator 

Back in 2013, I had just left my job as 
a nurse in the Royal Air Force. My 
final posting had been at the 
Defence Medical Rehabilitation 
Centre in Surrey, where I cared for injured service personnel, many of whom had 
been wounded in combat. But, as much as I enjoyed looking after the lads (and being 
bellowed at by the Regimental Sergeant Major), I felt it was time for a reboot. 
One afternoon, purely for fun, I signed up for a cupcake decorating workshop. I had no 
idea at the time that it would spark a whole new direction in my life, but I quickly 
realised that this was something I absolutely loved. 
Over the next few years I spent a small fortune on tools, baked endless cupcakes for my 
housemate, and watched countless YouTube tutorials. I soon retired from nursing and 
completed a PME Professional Diploma in Cake Decorating. 

Today, my passion has grown into Cake & Create, 
where I run fun, friendly and relaxed cake-decorating 
workshops. Designed especially for beginners, the 
workshops provide a step by step guide from filling a 
piping bag to creating simple but beautiful cupcake 
decorations. 
The workshops take place in the welcoming kitchen at 
Chipperfield Village Hall, where participants learn 
something new, enjoy a creative morning and leave 
with a box of stunning cupcakes to share. 
Rose Warren 

Kings Langley
Bowls Club

THURSDAYS  
at BLACKWELL’S 

Eyes down at 8.30pm.  
Have a chat, a drink and something 

to eat with friends
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Chipperfield 
Horticultural Society 
Finally! We have some beautiful sunshine, the 
early spring blossom is wonderful and our 

gardens are waking and spring is here! 
Our first talk of the year is on Tuesday, 19 May - a talk by Dr. 
Twigs Way, a professional landscape and garden historian, on 
‘Death in the Beds, Poison in the Borders’. 
This talk will be held in the Parish Room at 7.30pm, followed by 
questions and refreshments. 
Looking ahead, our Summer Show is on Saturday, 20 June. Roses 
and sweet peas should be the stars of the show. Other flowers, fruit 
and vegetables will be a highlight, as well as handicraft, domestic 
and junior classes too. 
Photography Classes are: POND LIFE, BLAZE OF COLOUR and 
WALLS. 
We have a Novice Floral Art Class for those who have not 
previously placed First in a Floral Art Class: A FLOWER 
ARRANGEMENT IN A JUG. 
Members should be receiving emails updating them of our plans.     
If not, then please contact us at 
chipperfieldhortsoc@hotmail.com.  
Please also let us know if your contact details have changed. 
Mo Barton
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SANG Update - April 2026 

As we are now well into spring, our winter habitat 
works are finished for the season. We will be 
looking to complete additional works around 
Apostles Pond and Pill Pond next winter and so will 
now turn our attention to site maintenance and tree 
safety works.  
At the end of last year, we had an extensive tree safety 
survey and we hope tree works will take place soon. 
The works are essential for visitor safety based on the 
results of this professional survey. Across the common 
there will be a number of trees being removed or 
reduced. We apologise in advance for any 
inconvenience this may cause and appreciate your 
understanding.  
The Chipperfield Common Working Group meets every 
two months to discuss plans for the Common. If you 
would like further information, please contact me on 
steven.werrell@dacorum.gov.uk or Chipperfield Parish 
Council.  
The Friends of Chipperfield Common run practical 
tasks on the Common each month, alternating between 
Thursdays and Saturdays. We meet at the Cricket 
Ground Car Park for 9am. All tools, gloves, high-vis, tea, 
coffee and biscuits are provided. If you would like to 
join our friendly group, either meet us there or email 
Steven for more information. The next date for the 
group will be Thursday, 16 April.  
Steven Werrell, SANG Officer 

Parish Council Update - April 2026

Dear Villagers,  

With spring growth beginning, the SANG clearance work on the Common is 
really coming into its own; it has been gratifying to see ducks and even a 
heron on Apostles Pond. Regarding SANG, the next major works planned focus 
on the resurfacing of the easy access paths, which will hopefully benefit village 
young and old alike. Good news, too, that St Paul’s School’s nursery teacher is 
now a qualified woodland teacher and will be able to take children onto the 
Common.  

Given villagers’ ongoing traffic concerns, another really positive sighting is our 
new School Crossing Patrol Officer, appointed to monitor pedestrian crossing 
adjacent to The Cake Shack. Please offer her a big village welcome and take 
extra care to follow her guidance. Also regarding road safety, I’m pleased to 
report that the Council’s funding request from the Herts Police and Crime 
Commissioner for two extra Speed Indicator Devices has been given initial 
approval.  There are still some issues remaining, however, notably the related 
maintenance fees.  

Whilst on funding, the Council has also responded to yet another DBC budget 
consultation regarding Council responsibilities in the village. The challenge 
here for the Council is managing the expectation that DBC funding for 
Chipperfield will be further cut in 2026/27. Once again, if you have any village 
matters to raise to the Council, do come and join us at one of our meetings, or 
else do contact Usha, our clerk. Meeting timings and agendas are on the 
Council noticeboard and website. 

Finally, best wishes for the Easter holidays on behalf of all Council members. 

Paul Foxall, Parish Council Chair
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CHIPPERFIELD CLUBS, CLASSES AND SOCIETIES
EVENT                                                                                                                        DAY                                                                    TIME                                                  LOCATION 

Art Workshop                                                                                                       Saturday monthly                                          9.30am                                          Parish Room 

Brownies                                                                                                               Wednesday                                                     6.30pm                                          Parish Room 

Chipperfield Care - Coffee Club                                                                         Tuesday 21 April                                             10.30am to 12.30pm                        Village Hall  

Chipperfield Choral Society                                                                               Thursday                                                         7.30pm to 9.30pm                           Village Hall  

Chipperfield pre-school and out of school care                                              Monday - Friday (Term time)                       7.30am to 6.15pm                              Small Hall 

Church Choir                                                                                                       Friday                                                              7.45pm                                           Parish Room 

Drumming                                                                                                            Tuesday monthly                                           7.00pm                                          Parish Room 

Eurythmy, followed by coffee                                                                             Monday                                                           10.15am to 12.15pm                       Parish Room 

Gentle Yoga                                                                                                          Monday                                                           1.30pm to 3.00pm                           Village Hall   

Inspire (ladies group)                                                                                         Monday, 13 April                                             1.30pm to 3.00pm                        Parish Room 

Invigorating Local Walks                                                                                     Tuesday and Thursday                                   9.30am                              Blackwell’s car park 

Keep Fit                                                                                                                 Tuesday                                                           11.30am                                          Parish Room 

Keep Fit - gentle!                                                                                                  Thursday                                                         9.30am                                          Parish Room 

Keep Fit                                                                                                                 Thursday                                                         10.30am                                         Parish Room 

Knatty Knitters                                                                                                     Wednesday                                                     2.00pm to 3.30pm                       Parish Room  

Pilates                                                                                                                   Tuesday                                                           9.30am and 10.30am                       Blackwell’s 

Pilates                                                                                                                   Wednesday                                                     6.30pm to 8.30pm                           Blackwell’s 

Pilates                                                                                                                   Wednesday                                                     9.00am to 11.00am                         Village Hall 

Pilates                                                                                                                   Monday - evenings at 6.50pm and 7.55pm (for an hour each)                        Parish Room 

Pilates                                                                                                                   Wednesday (for an hour each)                    10.00am, 11.05am, 12.10pm          Parish Room 

Pilates                                                                                                                   Friday (for an hour each)                             10.00am, 11.05am, 12.10pm          Parish Room 

RSPB  Talk - ‘British Wildlife Photography’ by Ben Andrew                            Monday 13 April                                              7.45pm to 9.45pm                           Village Hall   

Selah Church                                                                                                        Sunday 1, 8, 15 & 29 March                            9.30am to 1.30pm                           Village Hall   

Short Mat Bowls                                                                                                  Tuesday                                                           7.00pm to 9.30pm                          Village Hall 

Short Mat Bowls                                                                                                  Friday                                                              2.00pm to 4.30pm                          Village Hall  

T’ai Chi                                                                                                                  Friday                                                              1.45pm                                           Parish Room 

Tappy Toes - Tots Toes - 2.6 yrs to 5 yrs                                                             Friday                                                              9.30am to 10.00am                         Village Hall 

Tappy Toes - Toddle Toes - walking to 2.5 yrs                                                   Friday                                                              10.15am to 10.45am                         Village Hall  

Toddler Group                                                                                                      Tuesday                                                           9.30am                                          Parish Room 

Yoga - all levels                                                                                                     Thursday                                                        10.00am                                           Blackwell’s 

Yoga for men                                                                                                        Tuesday                                                           7.00pm                                             Blackwell’s 

Yoga with Carolyn                                                                                                Thursday                                                         7.00pm to 8.00pm                          Blackwell’s 

Youth Group www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7587                                    Thursday                                                         6.30pm to 8.00pm                       Parish Room 

Zumba                                                                                                                   Thursday                                                         10.30am to 11.30am                         Village Hall 

Zumba                                                                                                                   Friday                                                              11.30am to 12.30pm                         Village Hall

For information about an event, club or class, contact the appropriate hall booking agent listed on the back page  
or visit the village website: www.chipperfield.org.uk/organisations.

Chipperfield News is a newspaper for the community of Chipperfield and the surrounding area. Articles are welcomed though are published at the discretion of the editors. While it is our 
intention that readers should find these of interest, any such contribution, whether or not it bears the author’s name, is published on the basis that the views contained therein may or may not 
reflect those of Chipperfield News and, in all such cases, are not endorsed by the newspaper. As such, Chipperfield News takes no responsibility or liability for the information in these articles.
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ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES

K.M.Z. PLUMBING SERVICES LTD
Gas Safe Reg, CIPHE Reg, The Guild of Master Craftsmen Member. 

Tel: 01442 831230  Mob: 07887 976828
www.plumbinghertfordshire.com  email: kmz.plumbing@btopenworld.com

Manor Heating
Plumbing & Heating Services

Phone Vic McDonald on

Tel: 01442 834373

Mobile: 07712 265034

 
G D Haynes 

 
Professional Plastering Interior & Exterior, 

Decorating,Tiling, 
Kitchen Fitting, Bathrooms, 

and all aspects of Building & Maintenance Works 
 

Quality Assured 
 

Call Gary 
 Mob: 07790 410811/ Home: 0208 3861800  

ROLAND SMITH
PLUMBING & HEATING SERVICES

INSTALLATION · SERVICE · REPAIR

GAS SAFE REGISTERED NO: 35360

TELEPHONE 07889 441393 - 01923 266762

17 NUNFIELD · CHIPPERFIELD · HERTS · WD4 9EW

Steve CaseySteve Casey
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Roof & gutter repairs, patios, garden walls, 
drives, fencing & turfing, exterior decorating.

No job too small – Tel 01923 268502
25 Nunfield, Chipperfield, Herts WD4 9EW

CN102

• Leakproof seamless aluminium guttering
• UPVC fascias & cladding

• Flat roofing • Slating & tiling
• Chimney work • Leadwork

01923
270600

CAR SERVICES

A LOCAL FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

G D Haynes

Quality Assured

Call Gary

Mob: 07790 410811 / Home: 0208 3861800

STEDMAN PLUMBING & HEATING LTD
Boiler, Gas, Central Heating, Plumbing,

Electrical, Drainage Installations & Repairs
Office 01923 263572  Mob 07850 477518

info@stedmanplumbing.co.uk

hannah@chipperfieldaccounting.co.uk

01923 269887

www.chipperfieldaccounting.co.uk

40

BUILDING TRADE SERVICES

For more information visit our website www.chipperfield.org.uk

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING Page 5Chipperfield NEWS

Chipp_News_April_26_377.qxp_Layout 1  15/03/2026  16:44  Page 5



DRIVING LESSONS

GARDENING SERVICES

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

COMPUTER SERVICES CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES

COMPLETE GARDEN DESIGN, PLANTING DESIGN 
& GARDEN STYLING

www.sunyagardens.co.uk
07768 002 808

A & C Tadman Ltd
Independent Funeral Directors For 5 Generations - established 1849

• Personal and professional 24 hour service • Horse drawn hearse specialists 
• Mercedes Hearse and Limousines • Private chapels of rest 

• We cover all areas • Arrangements made at your home if preferred 

Complete Funeral Arrangement Carried Out With Compassion

39a High Street, Kings Langley WD4 8AB • Tel/Fax: 01923 264296
E-mail: info@actadman.co.uk www.actadman.co.uk

James Peddle Ltd
INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS

James Peddle Ltd is still independently owned and managed. 
They pride themselves on giving a caring and understanding 24 hour personal service.

HOME ARRANGEMENTS BY APPOINTMENT · GOLDEN CHARTER PRE-PAYMENT PLANS
PROBATE ADVISORY SERVICE

10 MONEYHILL PARADE, UXBRIDGE ROAD, RICKMANSWORTH WD3 2BE · TEL (01923) 772013
172 NEW ROAD, CROXLEY GREEN, RICKMANSWORTH WD3 3HD · TEL (01923) 775013

51 LOWER ROAD, CHORLEYWOOD, HERTS WD3 5LQ TEL · (01923) 286102

TJM Gardening and
General Maintenance

ONE MAN FOR ALL YOUR JOBS
All Gardening and Property Maintenance 
Grass and Hedge Cutting • All Fencing 

Patio Building • Garden Rubbish Removal

PLEASE CALL TONY  PHONE: 01923 265447  
MOBILE: 07880 828573  

EMAIL: tmatt137@btinternet.com

NIKKI CLOUGH
Your LDC 
Local Driving Instructor
Mobile: 07795 36 29 53
Email: info@passwithnikki.co.uk

GENERAL GARDEN SERVICES
& WASTE CLEARANCE

Call Barry: 07775 881788 (Day) / 01923 260701(7pm +)

Suppliers of quality garden machinery
hand and power tools.

43–45 Hempstead Road, Kings Langley, WD4 8BS
Tel: 01923-268355

Tree & Hedge Cutting, Lawn Mowing, Overgrown Garden Clearance,
Pressure Washing, House, Garage & Shed Clearance

Waste Carrier Licensed

- General Garden Service

FLORISTS

call us on: 07961 790358
hemel@tappytoes.com

For more information visit our website www.chipperfield.org.uk
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HOME SERVICESHEALTH

NEED A PHYSIOTHERAPIST?
For all your aches and pains and 

mobility problems, why not Contact
Anne Stickland

Chartered Physiotherapist
60 Tower Hill, Chipperfield, Herts, WD4 9LH

01442 832090
anne.stickland@gmail.com

KINGS LANGLEY PHYSIOTHERAPY CLINIC
Clinic treatment and 

home visits undertaken
Physio-led Pilates Therapy classes at 

The Parish Room

Further details: 01923 261974

Rubbish Removal. Fully licensed household,
garden and trade clearance.

Tel: 01442 831500

Email:
info@whitewoodproperties.co.uk

LOOKING FOR A WINDOW CLEANER?

Call Nigel on 07775 671611 

or go to my web site at 

nigelbrowne.co.uk

We are also on the Trustatrader site.   

We pride ourselves in providing an Honest, Reliable,  
Friendly and Highly Professional Service

� Free Survey and Quotation without Obligation 
� Natural Stone and Hard Floor Cleaning
�  Commercial and Domestic

16 Magnolia Avenue, Abbots Langley WD5 0SW

www.shannoncleaning.co.ukwww.shannoncleaning.co.uk

We supply, install, maintain and renovate 
all types of flooring. We provide a professional, 
efficient and reliable service from start to finish.

Wood, Vinyl, Carpet and Safety Flooring.
Great Sarratt Hall Farm, Sarratt
enquiries@iron-wood.co.uk

www.iron-wood.co.uk
01923 445372

www.whitewoodproperties.co.uk
35a High Street • Bovingdon • Herts • HP3 0HG

Brushes & Rollers
Interior Decorating

Contact: Clare McFadyen

01923 266660 * 07787 726612
clare.mcfadyen@hotmail.co.uk

www.brushesandrollers.co.uk

Rose Cottage, Chapel Croft, Chipperfield
JO BETTS

COUNSELLING / PSYCHOTHERAPY
I am an accredited member of the British

Association of Counselling and 
Psychotherapy (BACP)

I support individuals, couples, groups and children of all
ages. I am qualified to help on issues such as relationships,

parenting, bereavement, depression and addiction.

I offer online and in person sessions. The Kings Langley
practice is open Monday to Friday 9am to 6pm.

Call  07967 124983 
email.jo@jobetts.com

www.jobetts.com

Call now for a free no obligation quote. 
www.enviremoval.co.uk 

t: 020 3771 0090 m:07557 789387

A cheaper alternative to skip hire.
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WASP
PROBLEM?

Wasps/Hornets nests destroyed
£50

Normally same day service, 
incl weekends

Call David 07833 459321
fully insured 15 + years experience

For more information visit our website www.chipperfield.org.uk
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PET SERVICES 

PRINT & DESIGN

SCHOOLS & EDUCATION

SURVEYORS

Now extending to Year 11 and offering GCSEs

Contact: 01442 256143 
www.westbrookhay.co.uk 
London Road, Hemel Hempstead HP1 2RF

Open Mornings March, May & 
September

An outstanding Independent School  
for boys and girls aged 3-16 years

 2025  
Registration  

Open for Years  
7, 8 & 9 

– Apply Now!

Breakfast, Lunch, Afternoon, After School, Holiday Clubs
The Small Hall, The Common, Chipperfield
Tel: 01923 262830 / 07765 081114

Email: chipperfieldpreschool@hotmail.com

CHIPPERFIELD PRE-SCHOOL

HUGH CLIFFORD, B.Sc., FRICS

CHARTERED BUILDING SURVEYOR

Surveys, Commercial/Residential;
Planning Matters; Building Projects;

Repairs and Maintenance; Insurance Claims;
Dilapidations; Rent Reviews;

Valuations, Commercial/Residential
Building Disputes; Expert Witness.

Tel: 020 7431 0807 or 07970 646154

PUBS & RESTAURANTS
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Ainsworth Farm
Cattery

Bucks Hill 
(near Sarratt/Chipperfield)

Hertfordshire WD4 9AP

Tel: 01923 264503
07834 269610

Licence no. ACSR24710   
Licensed by Three Rivers District Council  *** rating

THE HOME OF HIGH QUALITY
PERFORMING ARTS CLASSES IN WATFORD

Just 15 minutes from Chipperfield!

For children aged 3-18
www.thedantien.co.uk
or call 01923 236815

BALLET, TAP,  ACRO COMMERCIAL JAZZ & MORE!!

COLLECTIVEDANCEFINANCE@GMAIL.COM
WWW.COLLECTIVEDANCE.CO.UK

F R E E  T R I A L  C L A S S

PERFORMING ARTS

Benstamps 
———————— 

Stamp Dealers 
A family business for over 50 years…

Looking to sell your collection? 
Contact us on 01923 971107 

www.benstamps.co.uk 
PTS (Gold members) & ADPS Registered

STAMP COLLECTING

Friendly village pub serving food seven days a week, cosy fires,
local ales and a warm, welcome awaits. Live music Fri–Sat
evenings. 20% OAP discount Mon–Thu, 12–2pm. Follow

The Chipperfield Boot on Instagram & Facebook for events.
Dogs are also welcome!

Have you visited The Chipperfield Boot
Tower Hill WD4 9LN?

01923 728927 / 07534 388410 

Bespoke Curtains, Blinds, Soft Furnishings, Shut-
ters, Upholstery and Interior Design throughout

Herts, Beds and Bucks. 
All our soft furnishings are handmade and fitted

to the highest quality and standard.
We offer an exceptional personal service in your

home so whether you are
re-styling a room or planning a whole new proj-
ect please visit us and browse through our ex-

tensive wallpaper and fabric library.

Designers Guild ● Harlequin ● Scion ● Sanderson ●Prestigious Textiles 
Villa Nova ● Romo ● Ian Mankin ● and many more

31 High Street, Kings Langley, WD4 8AB
Contact - 01923 269326, 07774140526
Visit our website - www.sosoftdesigns.com

Ashleigh & Burwood fragrance gift sets now in stock 
as well as beautiful Tiffany lights.

You are reading this advert
and so are your customers!

Please contact 
Ceciliaf44@gmail.com

For more information visit our website www.chipperfield.org.uk
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OUR LADY MOTHER OF THE SAVIOUR RC CHURCH 
April Fool's Day is an annual occasion on the 1st of April which involves practical 
jokes and hoaxes, with the offenders shouting "April Fool!" at you afterwards. In 
more recent years more intricate tricks have occurred on the radio, TV and in 
newspapers. However, these jokes, whilst meant to be humorous, can actually lead 
to confusion and misinterpretations, can’t they? This year April 1st actually falls on 
the Wednesday of Holy Week. Holy Week is central to Christianity because it 
honours the final week of Jesus Christ’s life on earth, emphasising his message, 
sacrifice, death, and resurrection, which are the foundations of the Christian faith. 
In the Catholic church we call the end of Holy Week the Easter ‘Triduum’. Taken 
from the Latin it means ‘3 days’ and this refers to the 3 days before Easter Sunday 
– Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Holy Saturday.  
Maundy Thursday is also known as the Last Supper as during the supper Jesus 
predicted that one of his disciples would betray Him. Jesus took some bread and 
wine, symbols of his body and blood, and he broke the bread as his body was about 
to be broken, and he shared the wine as his blood was about to be outpoured. He 
directed us to continue doing this in his memory which is now when the bread and 
wine are consecrated by the Priest during masses (the Eucharist).  It was also the 
day of the Great Commandment: ‘love one another as I have loved you’. Jesus also 
washed the feet of his disciples. This is a reminder that we have a commitment to 
serve and care for one another. Good Friday is a very solemn and sacred day as it 
remembers the day when Jesus Christ suffered and died on the cross for the 
salvation of humanity. We hear the passion of Christ which retells His suffering 
from the anguish in the Garden of Gethsemane to His last breath on the cross. The 
Easter Vigil is the official, liturgical start of Easter, held always after sunset on Holy 
Saturday. It is the first celebration of the Resurrection of Christ, marking the end 
of Lent and the Triduum. It is the longest service of the year! The Vigil is divided 
into four parts: The Liturgy of Light, The Liturgy of the Word, The Liturgy of Baptism 
and The Liturgy of the Eucharist. During the Liturgy of Light, the church is in 

ST PAUL’S AND HOLY CROSS 
Rectors Ramblings April 2026        
Easter People in a Noisy World: 
As the echoes of our Easter celebrations begin to settle, it is wonderful to look back 
on a beautiful season across our two villages. The energy and enthusiasm of the 
local schoolchildren during our Easter activities, alongside the deeply moving 
services across our parishes, have been a true blessing.  
The stone has been rolled away, Christ is risen and, for a moment, all felt bright. 
Yet, as we step out of the sanctuary and back into the rhythm of daily life, it is hard 
to ignore the heavy headlines. If I mentioned last year that the world seemed to be 
going mad, this year the outlook is looking decidedly gloomy. We find ourselves 
constantly bombarded by a stream of noise, conflict, and the endless clamour of 
big egos demanding our attention. It is a cultural climate that can easily leave us 
feeling weary, anxious, and small. 
This year as we prepared for Easter in our churches, we met together to look at 
the ancient wisdom of the Desert Fathers and Mothers. These early Christians, 
living 300+ years after Christ, deliberately withdrew from the chaotic, status-driven 
society of their time, stepping instead into the quiet solitude of the desert. They 
didn’t retreat simply to run away from life; they withdrew to find the time and space 
to be entirely still.  
In that profound silence, they sought God’s presence, cultivating a deep peace and 
a grounding humility that the noise of a chaotic world could not offer them, and 
yet amazingly, through their prayers and actions, they had a huge positive impact 
on the world they decided to withdraw from.  
Today, in our little but beautiful part of the world, we may not have a physical desert 
to retreat to, but the wisdom they shared with others is the wisdom that is exactly 
what we need in order to be the positive encouragement towards each other. 

ST PAUL’S PARISH CHURCH 
www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7587 
Incumbent: Reverend Sarah Miles 
Tel: 07525 491496 
rectorchipperfieldsarratt@outlook.com 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH OF OUR LADY 

Father Richard Mway Zeng SDS 

 01923 266177 

Assistant Priest: Fr Dieudonne Zeng SDS

The Churches in Chipperfield

darkness and a fire is lit outside the church. The fire is blessed and the Easter 
candle is lit from it, with the priest saying: “May the light of Christ, rising in glory, 
dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds”. The joyful message of the 
resurrection continues during masses on Easter Sunday. Jesus Christ suffered 
and died for our sins and rose on the third day. His victory over death and his 
promise of eternal life for all believers carries on. Christ is risen, Christ is present 
in our lives - Alleluia!  
The congregation at OLMS is very sad to say that after Easter our lovely assistant 
priest Fr Dido is leaving us for Liverpool, where he will minister alongside Fr Paul 
Harris. We will really miss his kindness and sense of fun and wish him well. We 
are fortunate that Fr Patrick Musinga will now be joining Fr Richard as the 
assistant priest of the parish and we offer him a warm welcome. Happy Easter 
everyone. 
Sue Croucher

As Christians we are often referred to as an Easter people. That means we are 
called to be a people of hope, even, and perhaps especially, when the world feels 
dark, as Christ was the ultimate reflection of hope, love and reconciliation.  
Hope is not about pretending the gloom doesn't exist; it is about trusting that 
the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
Perhaps, in a world dominated by loud voices and grand postures, just as it was 
for those of the early church, it is time for a different kind of uprising. It is time 
for ordinary, everyday folks: those of us who still have eyes to see the beauty of 
the world around us, the spring flowers and the birds returning, the small and 
sometimes random acts of kindness which enable us to carry the quiet flame of 
hope in our hearts, to rise up and spread a little more love. 
We don't need to shout to make a difference. We can change the atmosphere of 
our villages through simple, everyday choices. Random acts of kindness, a gentle 
word spoken to a struggling neighbour, or a listening ear can pierce the gloom 
more effectively than we realise. 
We can also create our own moments of "desert" stillness in the business of our 
lives right here. As we move through April, you are warmly invited to drop by St 
Paul’s to tie a ribbon on the peace tree we have placed on our prayer table, or 
to step into the quiet sanctuary of Holy Cross to light a candle for a loved one. 
Take a moment to pause, reflect, and pray. Let us draw strength from the quiet 
presence of God, so that we can step back out into our villages with the quiet, 
unshakeable hope of Easter morning. For where there is hope there is love, and 
where there is love there is peace. 
Every Blessing 
Revd Sarah 

Pints of View, Monday, 20 April 
April Pints of View will be held at The Boot in Sarratt on Monday, 20 
April, starting at 8pm. Alan Milsom will lead our informal discussion 
on The Environment. The world is faced with many environmental 
challenges that require urgent attention, including those caused by 
pollution and waste, climate change and loss of biodiversity. At times 
it seems that the impetus to address these issues has been lost, but is 
it all bad news? What positive signs can be seen that give us hope? 
Come along on 20 April and consider how the world can be put to 
rights. Everyone welcome. John Guy 
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CHURCH CALENDAR  
ST PAUL’S CHURCH, CHIPPERFIELD AND THE CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS, 
SARRATT 
The Church of England Benefice of Sarratt and Chipperfield 
Holy Cross Services start at 9am on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of each month, and at 
10.45am on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of each month. 
St Paul’s Services start at 10.45am on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of each month, and at 
9am on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of each month. 
For the most up-to-date information, see our Benefice Weekly News Sheet. 
You can find us on ‘A Church Near You’ achurchnearyou.com  
Join us for worship and fellowship. Everyone welcome. 

Thursday 2            MAUNDY THURSDAY                                                                               
   6.30pm               Benefice Eucharist with the washing of feet                    St Paul’s    
Friday 3                GOOD FRIDAY                                                                                        
   2pm                    Stations of the Cross                                                           St Paul’s    
   6pm                    Stations of the Cross                                                       Holy Cross    
Saturday 4           HOLY SATURDAY – Easter Eve                                                           
                               Both churches open all day for quiet reflection, with prayer stations 
Sunday 5               EASTER DAY                                                                                          
   5.30am               Easter Sunrise Service                                   Holy Cross Churchyard
   9am                    All Together Family Eucharist                                            St Paul's    
   10.45am             All Together Family Eucharist                                        Holy Cross 
Sunday 12             Easter 1 (first Sunday after Easter Day)                                             
   9am                    Morning Worship                                                               St.  Paul’S    
   10.45am             Benefice Eucharist                                                           Holy Cross 
Sunday 19             Easter 2                                                                                                        
   9am                    Morning Worship                                                             Holy Cross        
   10.45am             All Together Benefice Eucharist                                         St Paul’s    
                               gathering at 10.30am for pastries & drinks before the service         
   6.30pm               Compline (traditional night prayer)                              Holy Cross 
Sunday 26            Easter 3                                                                                                        
   9am                    Morning Worship                                                                 St Paul’s    
   10.45am             Benefice Eucharist                                                          Holy Cross 
Please continue to pray for the health of our nation and each other 
DIARY OF SERVICES AT OUR LADY MOTHER OF THE SAVIOUR RC CHURCH 
Sunday       10.00     Mass                 NB For further information regarding  
Saturday     18.30      Vigil Mass        weekday Masses, please check the  
Friday         10.00     Mass                 newsletter available at Saturday Mass

CHIPPERFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 

Parish Council - 21 April 2026 
Blackwell’s, starts 7.45pm 

Planning Committee - 21 April 2026 
Blackwell’s, starts 7.15pm 

F&GP - 14 April 2026 
Blackwell’s, starts 7.15pm 

Usha Kilich, Clerk to the council,  
01923 263901 

parishclerk@chipperfield.org.uk 
www.chipperfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Visitors are welcome in the CPC office in the Village 
Hall on Monday - Thursday 11am to 1pm, Friday  

with appointment only.

ST PAUL’S AND HOLY CROSS BENEFICE 

Contact details: Anita Ayrey 
holycrossstpauls@outlook.com  01923 264377

CHIPPERFIELD CARE is a group of volunteers who have got together to help 
those who are unable to find their own transport to essential appointments 
such as hospitals, doctors, dentists, medical clinics, fortnightly Sainsbury’s 
shop etc. 
If you are having problems getting to these, and are unable to use public transport 
or ask family for help, please call our Help Line on 01923 264700 - 9.30am - 
12.30pm on weekdays, and we will do our very best to help.                                  
Patricia Harrison (Organiser) and Judy Saunders (Chairman)

Chipperfield Care
Registered Charity Number 1002737

ST PAUL’S PARISH REGISTER 

Memorial Service: 
Valerie Elizabeth and Thomas Anthony Briselden - 

23.02.2026

ST PAUL’S PARISH CHURCH WARDENS 

Judy Olney: 07958 377622  
judy.stpaulscw@gmail.com 

David Collette: 07740 319008 
david.stpaulscw@gmail.com 

BURIAL GROUND 

Interment of Ashes: 23.02.2026 
Valerie Elizabeth Briselden  14.02.1934 - 13.01.2026           

 and Thomas Anthony Briselden  29.03.1933 - 02.01.2026 
 For requests for a burial or interment, please contact  

the Trustees of the Burial Ground:  
Mike Joseph on 01923 261305 or Tony Thompson on 01923 265690

Chipp_News_April_26_377.qxp_Layout 1  15/03/2026  16:45  Page 10



CCYFC Girls Inspire as Mascots in 
Berko Ladies Cup Run 

Berkhamsted Ladies FC has reached two cup finals in the 
space of just two weeks, with victories in both semi-

finals against Harpenden Town Women Colts. 
A special part of the County Cup semi-final win was the fantastic support 
from Chipperfield Corinthians Youth FC. Players from the club’s U8 and 
U10 girls teams attended the match and proudly acted as mascots, walking 
out with the teams and creating a brilliant atmosphere at the game. 
The experience gave our young players the chance to support a local 
women’s side and to see first-hand the pathway available for girls in 
football. 
Berkhamsted went on to win the County Cup semi-final 4–2 and followed it 
up a week later with a 5–2 victory away from home in the League Cup semi-
final, once more against Harpenden. 
The club will now play Ware United Ladies in the County Cup Final on 
Sunday, 12 April (10.30am) in Letchworth Garden City, with the support of 
the next generation of players from CCYFC proudly behind them.   
Jennifer Hibberd, CCYFC Secretary  
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The league table above shows that, if Hinton & Chipperfield win their 
games in hand, only three points will separate the top four teams! 
Chipperfield is already through to the Herts Senior Centenary Trophy Final 
and also has two quarter finals to come, so an exciting finish to the season 
beckons.   
The reserves season has continued well with their only league defeat being 
back in September, and they are unbeaten at fortress Queen St this season. 
If they win their games in hand, they will be just one point off being second 
in the league. Like the first team, the reserves have progressed well in the 
cups and are in two quarter finals in the next two weeks.   
After a difficult first half of the season, the third team has started 2026 in 
great form, winning three and drawing one of its opening 4 games to move 
up the table to 4th position. 
Games are played on every Saturday afternoon at Queen St with kick off 
now usually 2.00pm - all support is very welcome. 
Martyn Dicker, President, Chipperfield Corinthians FC 

Chipperfield Corinthians 
Football Club
This season the battle for the HCL Premier League continues 

to twist and turn, with four teams all in the hunt, including Chipperfield. 
                                                              P            W          D          L        Points       
1.    Hertford Heath                         24           17           2          5            53 
2.    Cuffley                                       24           16          4          4            52 
3.    Hinton                                        20           13           4          3            43 
4.   Chipperfield                              20           13           3          4            42  
 

Chipperfield Tennis Club 
Time to get active!                                        

Chipperfield Tennis Club is ready for the tennis 
season, and we look forward to welcoming anyone who wants to 
get on court and enjoy some social and competitive tennis. We are 
very fortunate to have two high quality all-weather floodlit courts. 
Our memberships offer amazing value (family membership 
includes any child in full time education): 

Children’s coaching (5-16 years old) is on Saturday mornings (from 
10.30am). With St Paul’s school, David runs pre-school sessions (twice 
a week), and we will be commencing an after-school session. 
Club Social tennis happens every Thursday evening and monthly on a 
Sunday afternoon. 
Pickle ball may appeal to younger family members, senior members 
and anyone who wishes to get into a fun racquet sport. The Tuesday 
afternoon session will start after Easter and is open to non-members 
(£5 guest fee). For more competitive tennis we will run the Doubles 
competitions and Singles Box League. We have entered both Ladies 
and Men’s teams in the Hertfordshire Hot Rackets League.  
We very much welcome new members; please see our website: 
https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/ChipperfieldTennisClub/Membership or 
email us at chipperfieldtennisclub@gmail.com. 
Alan Rees, Chair

Our fully qualified coach,  
David Gray, runs the following  
adult sessions: 

Drills: Monday 9.30am - 11.00am 

Drills: Monday 7.30pm - 9.00pm 

Beginners: 
Tuesday 10.00am - 11.00am 

Drills: 
Wednesday 9.30am - 11.00am 

Rusty Rackets (Improvers):   
Wednesday 11.00am - 12.00pm 

Family Membership: 
£125 
Adult Membership: 
£95 
Student Membership 
(aged 19 to 23): £35 
Junior Membership 
(aged 18 and under): 
£20  
New Member Joining 
Fee (and late renewal 
fee): £30
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Meetings are normally held on the first Monday of each month at the Chipperfield Village Hall, 
featuring a natural history talk, not necessarily just about birds.   
Owing to Easter Bank Holiday, our next meeting will be on Monday, 13 April, with a talk by Ben 
Andrew entitled ‘British Wildlife Photography’.  
Ben is an award-winning wildlife photographer and will enchant us again with his wonderful shots 
of the birds and animals of the UK. 
Doors open at 7.15pm, with the meeting starting at 7.45pm and finishing at around 9.45pm. As 
usual, there will be refreshments, raffle, displays of members’ photographs, local news, and other 
activities.  
Our next outing is a car share trip on Saturday, 18 April to Totternhoe and College Lake. 
Totternhoe is a less well known Wildlife Trust reserve located just to the west of Dunstable where 
spoil heaps from quarrying have developed into an impressive flower-rich grazed chalk grassland. 
Large anthills attract the yellow meadow ant and in turn green woodpeckers to feed on the insects and larvae. Cowslips are the food plant of the scarce 
Duke of Burgundy caterpillar. It is also the best place in the county to spot the small blue butterfly, with hundreds to be seen in the early evening along 
the quarry edges. Additionally, a motte and bailey castle lies next to the reserve, its steep rampart slopes forming an impressive approach to the site.  
Anyone is welcome to attend the monthly meetings and outings, whether experienced or not. RSPB membership is not essential. There is no annual 
membership fee, but a small entry fee. 
So, please come along and/or visit our website at https://group.rspb.org.uk/hemelhempstead/ or by contacting Mary on 01442 264752.  For 
outing details contact Axel on 01442 257856. 
We look forward to seeing you at our monthly meetings.  Ian Parker

Crossbill. Copyright is with Ben Andrew
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Spring arrived right on time, the first lovely day coming just as the weather man announced it was 
meteorological spring. After all the wet cloudy days it was a joy to take off my coat and appreciate 
the warm sunshine. I wasn’t the only one to feel the benefit: two yellow brimstone butterflies were 
enjoying it as well. They are the first butterflies on the wing and a sure sign that winter is over. 
Later that day I spotted my first peacock butterfly of the year, freshly woken from its hiding place 
in my apple store. 
The garden is now a blaze of yellow from all the daffodils that have suddenly opened, but my favourites 
are the little native wild ones that grow in the sheep paddocks: narcissus pseudonarcissus. My old 
mum called them ‘lent lilies’ and knew of a patch of them at Bedmond. They were really common up 
until late Victorian times when they went into a sharp decline. Now they have strongholds in Cumbria 
and the West Country but are rare in other places. I remember my husband telling me about ours 
when we were courting in 1980 but, when we went to look for them, they were overgrown with 
brambles and there was only one bloom. Now there are hundreds! Unlike the bigger hybrids, they set 
a lot of seeds and grow well from them, so every year I gather a few handfuls and take them to other 

places in the sheep paddocks. Now we have little colonies in three different spots. As they are poisonous, the muntjac don’t eat them, but I have seen the 
odd sheep with a bloom in its mouth, so I have to keep the sheep away from them for a few weeks. 
I don’t know why they’ve managed to survive here, but I am so glad they did and that I, like Wordsworth, can enjoy “a host of golden daffodils”. 
Wendy Bathurst

Spring Has Sprung!

HEMEL HEMPSTEAD LOCAL GROUP
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