
Budding 
artists at St 
Paul’s School

During the week of 6 January, the 
children of St Paul's took part in our 
annual St Paul’s Art Week. Each class 
was given a different famous artist and 
pupils spent the week learning about 
them, developing their skills within art 
and producing their own pieces in the 
style of the artist they studied. From 
Kandinsky to Banksy, our pupils were 
immersed in the world of art, and the 
work that the children produced was 
absolutely incredible. On Friday, 10 
January, our school gym was 
transformed into St Paul's Art Gallery, 
where parents and carers had the 
opportunity to view our amazing work. 
This gallery really showcased the talent we have within St Paul’s. It has also been lovely to see children, who may struggle with other areas 
of learning, thrive during this week, demonstrating their talents and skills. Thank you to the staff who have enabled this to happen, and 
thank you to all of the parents who visited our gallery. If you would also like to view some of the work yourself, a selection will be going on 
display at the back of the church soon.  Luke Varney, Headteacher 
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Do you remember… 
Remembrance Sunday? 
By the time you read this, it may be hard to remember 
one Sunday last November when some 400 of you came 
to the Common to be a vital part of the poignant service 
at the War Memorial, on which 19 of our Village Clubs, 
Societies, Organisations and Institutions each laid their 
wreath. For the first time, the Standard-bearer, Royal 
British Legion, Brownies, schoolchildren, wreath-layers 
and church choir walked together from the church to 
the Memorial. Here the short act of remembrance took 
place, including The Last Post, played brilliantly on a 
bugle, followed by the 2-minute silence, during which 
the village clock dutifully struck the hour. 

For the service, we were sung into church, again for the first time, by the recently formed St. 
Paul’s school choir. Children from the school and 1st Chipperfield Brownies played key roles 
during the service, escorting the colour, laying poppy sprays and reading out the names of the 
fallen from Chipperfield. A particular highlight were 2 poems read by their young authors. So 
special were they, that they are both included here. Yet another ‘first’ was the involvement of 3 
RAF servicemen, resplendent in their immaculate uniforms, who carried the standard, read the 
lesson and led some prayers. Along with our trumpeter accompanying much of the singing, this 
was truly a most memorable occasion. 
Our thanks to all those families, children, dogs and horses who joined with us to remember. It 
is only by increasingly involving the young from our community that we can ensure that the 
sacrifices made by those 46 young men of Chipperfield will surely never be forgotten. 
Mark Jarrad

We remember with love 
In our hearts you shall stay  

The lives we lost on those dark days 
Now we have peace and freedom too 

Wearing a poppy is what we do 
We fall silent and Thank You 

Milena, 1st Chipperfield Brownies

Because of you 

You fought so bravely all those years ago, 
And because of you, the UK has peace, 

Because of you, relations are close, 
Because of you, we learnt to be brave. 

In that time of trouble you taught us love, 
And because of you, we learnt not to fight, 

Because of you,  
we learnt from our mistakes, 

And because of you,  
we learnt the true meaning of friendship. 

After the war you earned us special things, 
Because of you, we get holidays abroad, 
Because of you, we have hoards of food, 

And because of you,  
we take heart in our country. 

How grateful we should be 
Because, without you, we wouldn’t take 

time to remember, 
Without you, we wouldn’t have learnt  
how important friends and family are, 

Without you, the UK wouldn’t be  
what it is today, 

And without you, we wouldn’t have learnt  
how many hands make our lives work. 

So take pride in the soldiers  
who went to war  

and remember what they did for us. 

Bryony, St. Paul’s school, Y6 

Frank Michael Venables 
Born 22 May 1944 - Died 16 November 2024 
Aged 80 

Frank Venables was born at 53 Tower Hill, Chipperfield in 
1944. At the age of 11 he was taken by his father to Burton’s 
Dance Studio, where he instantly took to dancing. Trying out 
different partners for entering competitions, he had a few 
successes in the early years, but his partner moved to 
Margate.  

When he was 15 years old, Frank started working for Sun Printers in Watford, and it was 
there that he met his future wife and dance partner, Linda. At first, dancing was tough 
as Linda had never danced before. Nevertheless, they worked hard to break into the top 
of the dancing world and finally began to have some success, reaching many major 
finals and winning the International UK and European Championships.  

Frank and Linda married in 1974 and moved into their 
own house in Tower Hill. They spent their 
honeymoon in Austria, competing once again for a 
second European Championship, which they won, 
followed by World Championship wins in Bremen, 
Germany later that year and at the British 
Championship in Blackpool the following year. The 
couple then turned professional, teaching all over the 
world, lecturing and competing.  
Frank was always happy to return to Chipperfield and 
taught in the Village Hall on Friday nights. Sadly, he 
passed away in November last year and was buried in 
the Burial Ground in his beloved Chipperfield on 16 

December. Many friends and colleagues came to pay their respects. 
Frank will be missed by many who knew him.  Linda Venables
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Art at the Farm 

I wasn’t sure what to expect at the Art at the Farm Exhibition, but as I entered 
through the tiny door into a windowless barn – WOW!  
A big round bale was suspended from the roof and, hanging below it, was a beautiful 
‘nest’ with a plaster hand inside. The room was wonderfully lit; the only light was from 
spotlights on the works of art and a few candles at one end - the atmosphere was 
magical! My eyes began to dart around the barn and settled on a huge sphere of criss-
crossed old barbed wire with little glass globes hanging in its centre, planted with 
shoots of wheat. The lighting cast interesting shadows on the floor. Where to look next? 
The polished mouldboard of a plough was making shadows on the floor as it moved 

very slightly, but then my attention was drawn to an old 
sack barrow with the left handle broken. We had one just 
like it on our farm, and I broke the handle in just the 
same place when I was 16! There was also a wirework 
creation woven across an old sub soiling plough that 
farmer John Saunders had made back in the day, and I 
discovered that it was a cast of John’s hand that had 
been in the ‘nest’. There was more conventional art work 
on one wall: circles that looked like the sun and the 
moon covered in gold and silver leaf and, my favourite of 
these, an aurora of different kinds of metal leaf. 
I was overwhelmed by it all. Who were the creators? J&D 

Arts local artists, and their work was 
expressively accompanied by a haunting 
soundtrack. 
Many thanks to John and Judy Saunders 
for their hospitality and for letting us 
share a magical experience. Everyone 
enjoyed it and, for an old farm girl like 
me, it was really special. I drove home 
reminiscing about time spent in our 
milling barn and the day I broke my 
favourite sack barrow.  Wendy Bathurst      

A vibrant festive concert launches 
the Christmas season 
For many, the Choral Society concerts mark the beginning of Christmas. 
This year, ’Chipperfield Sings Christmas’ was a joyous performance of 
familiar and lesser-known carols, led by our Musical Director Sheila 
Cornall. Choir items were interspersed with rousing participation by 
the audience. 
Our wonderful soprano soloist, Ali Ponsford-Hill, joined the choir in John 
Rutter's arrangement of a traditional Spanish carol 'Esta Noche’. Her two 
beautiful solos had an ethereal quality that perfectly suited the repertoire, 
and our very own Christine Peters (alto) performed beautifully as clarinet 
soloist in the 'The Shepherds Sing'. No Chipperfield carol concert would 
be complete without carols written for the choir by the late Alan Taylor, 
former Head of Music at Haberdashers’ Boys’ School and longstanding choir member. 
The choir thanks Sheila for creating and leading a wonderful programme, Ali for her gorgeous singing, Keith for showcasing the full capability 
of the St Paul's organ and last, but absolutely not least, our talented accompanist, Rosemary Venner. 
Let's conclude with some audience comments: 'Brilliant as usual, and uplifting'.' What a wonderful concert!...The harmonies and ‘light and 
dark’ and the diction were fabulous…, the variety in the programme was good, a bit of everything'. 'Lovely to see the church filled with 
beautiful music and so many people enjoying the concert.' 
Our next concert is on Saturday, 22 March at St John's Boxmoor and includes John Rutter’s Magnificat and Mass in G by Schubert. Tickets will 
be available nearer the time from choir members or the website www.chipperfieldchoral.co.uk  John Morrish

Chipp_News_Feb_2025_365.qxp_Layout 1  18/01/2025  10:05  Page 4



FIRST AID COURSE  
PARISH ROOM, CHIPPERFIELD 

Our first aid courses were popular last year, so we  
will be running another session on Saturday 8 March, 

9.30am to approx. 1pm. If you would like to attend, 
the cost is £30 per person. Please contact Sonya  

at holycrossstpauls@outlook.com  
to register your interest. 

CHIPPERFIELD VILLAGE HALL 
QUIZ NIGHT  

SATURDAY, 5 APRIL 2025 
7pm for 7.30pm prompt 

Just announced: The return of the (almost) World 
Famous Chipperfield Village Hall Quiz Night to raise 

funds for the Village Hall 
Tables of up to 8 people - £10 per head  �  Licensed pay bar with 
wines, beers and soft drinks  �  Bring your own picnic supper  �  

Tell your friends and make up a table! 

If you would like to take part, please contact Hugh Clifford on 
07970 646154 or email hugh@barrettfirrell.co.uk 

*Could you donate a raffle prize?  
It would be hugely appreciated. If so, please let Hugh know.* 

STOP PREß!
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Friends of Chipperfield Common 
Saturday, 15 February 

Time to get out on the common and into the woods;  
time to make a difference;  time to fill your lungs 
with fresh air. 
For more details, please contact the Trees and 
Woodlands Team, Dacorum Borough Council on 
01442 228844 or 
treesandwoodlands@dacorum.gov.uk. 
Why not join their mailing list? You will then receive an 
email the week before a meet up giving details of when 
and where and what you will be doing.  Sue Walker

Wishing all a happy and fruitful New Year. 

We welcomed our new PCSO Paul Humphreys to the latest Council 
meeting. He is ex-military and was a teacher for 20 years. Paul’s patch will 
cover Kings Langley, Chipperfield, Bovingdon, Flaunden and Grove Hill in 
Hemel, so it’s a big area. He is keen to liaise with the village and will be 
setting up regular ‘clinics’, probably at Blackwells, in the very near future. 
Paul is keen to engage with all, especially the children at the school and the 
youth of the village, and to promote a caring attitude to the lonely and 
isolated of the village. For non-urgent policing issues, call 101, and Paul 
would encourage residents to join Herts Connected at 
https://hertsconnected.co.uk/ for regular updates on what is happening 
in our local area and to have your say. Herts Connected is a free interactive 
messaging service from Hertfordshire Constabulary and it's quick and easy 
to sign up. 

The SANG officer is setting up a working group involving Chipperfield 
Parish Council (CPC), Friends of the Common and the villagers to ensure 
Dacorum Borough Council delivers what we want or need out of the SANG 
process. Anyone interested should contact the Parish Clerk. 

After the recent bad weather, please report to Herts Highways any roadway 
repairs you think should be given attention. It’s best to report online and 
upload images. Search ‘Herts Highways fault reporting’ to report online. 

CPC would like to ask that cars are not parked on grass verges as this 
causes damage to the common and elsewhere. It also creates difficulties 
for parents with young children if the footway is impeded. Particular 
damage appears to be occurring opposite the Windmill pub on the 
common between the Queen Street car park and the Windmill Hill car 
park, and on the verge opposite the Boot pub. Please be considerate to 
pedestrians, buggies and wheelchairs when parking near a walkway. 

Kevan Cassidy, Chair, Chipperfield Parish Council 

The local planning authority for Chipperfield is Dacorum Borough 
Council (DBC). Your Parish Council is a statutory consultee and has 
a planning committee that meets every 3 weeks. The committee 
seeks to reflect the views of the community in its response and 
comments to DBC. Just a reminder that this committee is open to 
pre-application discussions with residents/ applicants to help 
anticipate potential issues or concerns. Applications and decisions 
as of 7 October: 

Applications 

24/02694 Land off Tulip Close – Construction of 3 self-build 
dwellings on former nursery land – note, a similar 
application was approved for 2 such dwellings last year 

24/02877 Poppy House, Croft Lane – Garage conversion to 
habitable space  

24/02818 Heath End, The Common – Works to trees                  

Decisions 

24/02202 Pingelsgate, The Common – Conversion of existing 
outbuilding to residential annexe – Granted 

24/02227 The Cow Shed, Tenements Lane – Revised scheme for 
conversion and extension to agricultural barn - 
Granted 

24/02327 Middle Oak, Chapel Croft – Fell Tree – Raise objection 
and recommend TPO 

24/02341 Heath End, The Common – Works to Tree - Granted 

24/02731 The Mill House, Windmill Hill – Works to tree - Granted 

24/02733 Briery Hillsfield, Wayside – First floor side extension – 
Refuse permission/consent 

24/02683 5 Nursery Gardens (off Stoney Lane) – conversion of 
existing garage, install solar panels, construct car port 
- Granted

Chipperfield Parish Council - 
February 2025
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For information about an event, club or class contact the appropriate hall booking agent listed on the back page  
or visit the village website, www.chipperfield.org.uk/organisations.

CHIPPERFIELD CLUBS, CLASSES AND SOCIETIES
EVENT                                                                                                                     DAY                                                                   TIME                                                LOCATION 

Art Workshop                                                                                                    Saturday monthly                                         9:30am                                        Parish Room 

Brownies                                                                                                            Wednesday                                                    6:30pm                                        Parish Room 

Chipperfield Choral Society                                                                             Thursday                                                       7:30pm - 9:30pm                           Village Hall 

Chipperfield pre-school and out of school care                                           Monday - Friday (Term time)                      7:30am - 6:15pm                              Small Hall 

Church Choir                                                                                                    Friday                                                            7:45pm                                         Parish Room 

Core Pilates - All levels. Using chair and/or mat                                           Monday                                                         10:45am - 11:30am                         Village Hall 

Drumming                                                                                                          Tuesday monthly                                         7:00pm                                        Parish Room 

Eurythmy, followed by coffee                                                                          Monday                                                         10:15 - 12:15pm                             Parish Room 

Gentle Yoga                                                                                                        Monday                                                         1:30pm - 3:00pm                           Village Hall 

First Aid, basic half day course with Certificate                                            Saturday, 8 March                                        8:30am - 1:30pm                         Parish Room 

Invigorating Local Walks                                                                                  Tuesday and Thursday                                 9:30am                            Blackwell’s car park 

Keep Fit                                                                                                              Tuesday                                                         11:30am                                        Parish Room 

Keep Fit - gentle!                                                                                               Thursday                                                       9:30am                                        Parish Room 

Keep Fit                                                                                                              Thursday                                                       10:30am                                       Parish Room 

Knatty Knitters                                                                                                  Wednesday                                                    2:00pm - 3:30pm                        Parish Room 

Pilates - HIIT                                                                                                      Monday                                                         9:45am - 10:30am                         Village Hall  

Pilates                                                                                                                 Tuesday                                                         9:30am and 10:30am                     Blackwell’s 

Pilates                                                                                                                 Wednesday                                                    6:30 - 7:30 / 7:30 - 8:30pm            Blackwell’s 

Pilates                                                                                                                 Wednesday                                                    9:00am - 11:00am                         Village Hall 

Pilates                                                                                                                 Monday - evenings at 6:50pm and 7:55pm (for an hour each)                    Parish Room 

Pilates                                                                                                                 Weds and Fri - 10:00am, 11:05am, 12:10pm (for an hour each)                    Parish Room 

Pilates                                                                                                                Thursdays starting 30 January 2025          5:45pm - 6:45pm                            Village Hall 

RSPB Talk - Discovering our wonderful RSPB woodlands by Gareth Fisher     Mon 3 February 2025                            7:15 pm                                           Village Hall 

Short Mat Indoor Bowls                                                                                   Tuesday                                                         Start 7:00pm - 9:30pm                 Village Hall 

Short Mat Indoor Bowls                                                                                   Friday                                                            2:00pm - 4:30pm                          Village Hall 

T’ai Chi                                                                                                               Friday                                                            1:45pm                                         Parish Room 

Tappy Toes  - Tots Toes - 2.6 yrs - 5 yrs                                                           Friday                                                            9:30 am - 10:00am                        Village Hall 

Tappy Toes - Toddle Toes -  walking to 2.5 yrs                                                Friday                                                            10:15am - 10:45am                        Village Halll 

Toddler Group                                                                                                   Tuesday                                                         9:30am                                        Parish Room 

T’s Studios School Of Dance Baby Ballet (ages 3 - 5 years)                         Mondays                                                       4:30pm - 5:00pm                           Blackwell’s 

T’s Studios School Of Dance Baby Street                                                       Wednesdays                                                 4:30pm - 5:00pm                           Blackwell’s 

T’s Studios School Of Dance Mini Ballet (ages 5 - 8 years)                          Mondays                                                       5:00pm - 5:30pm                           Blackwell’s 

T’s Studios School Of Dance Mini Tap                                                            Mondays                                                       5:30pm - 6:00pm                           Blackwell’s 

T’s Studios School Of Dance Mini Lyrics / Jazz                                             Wednesday                                                   5:00pm - 5:40pm                           Blackwell’s 

T’s Studios School Of Dance Mini Street                                                       Wednesdays                                                 5:40pm - 6:20pm                           Blackwell’s 

T’s Studios School Of Dance Beginner Ballet (ages 8+)                               Fridays                                                          5:00pm - 5:40pm                           Blackwell’s 

T’s Studios School Of Dance Beginner Tap (ages 8+)                                   Fridays                                                          5:40pm - 6:20pm                           Blackwell’s 

T’s Studios School Of Dance Intermediate/Advanced Ballet (ages 8+)      Fridays                                                          6:20pm - 7:00pm                           Blackwell’s 

T’s Studios School Of Dance Intermediate/Advanced Tap (ages 8+)          Fridays                                                          7:00pm - 7:40pm                           Blackwell’s 

Yoga - all levels                                                                                                  Thursday                                                       10:00am                                         Blackwell’s 

Yoga for men                                                                                                     Tuesday                                                         7:00pm                                           Blackwell’s 

Yoga with Carolyn                                                                                             Thursday                                                       7:00 - 8:00pm                                Blackwell’s 

Youth Group www.hcsp.net/youth                                                                  Thursday                                                       6:30pm - 8:00pm                       Parish Room 

Zumba                                                                                                                Thursday                                                       10:30am - 11:30am                         Village Hall 

Zumba                                                                                                                Friday                                                            11:30am - 12:30pm                         Village Hall
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ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES

BUILDING TRADE SERVICES

K.M.Z. PLUMBING SERVICES LTD
Gas Safe Reg, CIPHE Reg, The Guild of Master Craftsmen Member. 

Central heating installations, Boiler replacement, Boiler breakdowns, Boiler

Service, Maintenance, Landlord Gas Safety certificates, Gas installations,

Unvented Hot water systems. Free estimates and general plumbing.

Tel: 01442 831230  Mob: 07887 976828
www.plumbinghertfordshire.com  email: kmz.plumbing@btopenworld.com

Manor Heating
Plumbing & Heating Services

Phone Vic McDonald on

Tel: 01442 834373

Mobile: 07712 265034

 
G D Haynes 

 
Professional Plastering Interior & Exterior, 

Decorating,Tiling, 
Kitchen Fitting, Bathrooms, 

and all aspects of Building & Maintenance Works 
 

Quality Assured 
 

Call Gary 
 Mob: 07790 410811/ Home: 0208 3861   

ROLAND SMITH
PLUMBING & HEATING SERVICES

INSTALLATION · SERVICE · REPAIR

GAS SAFE REGISTERED NO: 35360

TELEPHONE 07889 441393 - 01923 266762

17 NUNFIELD · CHIPPERFIELD · HERTS · WD4 9EW

Steve CaseySteve Casey
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Roof & gutter repairs, patios, garden walls, 
drives, fencing & turfing, exterior decorating.

No job too small – Tel 01923 268502
25 Nunfield, Chipperfield, Herts WD4 9EW

CN102

• Leakproof seamless aluminium guttering
• UPVC fascias & cladding

• Flat roofing • Slating & tiling
• Chimney work • Leadwork

01923
270600

CAR SERVICES

Tower Hill Garage
Crossroads, Chipperfield,

Tel. 01923 262701. Fax: 01923 266464

AN EXCEPTIONAL DRIVE

AN EXCEPTIONAL DEALER
         � All Makes of Cars Serviced 
                and Repaired

         � Full Bodyshop Facilities

         � MOT While U Wait

Tel: 01923 262701
www.kia.com/uk/dealers/towerhillgarage

A LOCAL FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

G D Haynes

Quality Assured

Call Gary
Mob: 07790 410811 / Home: 0208 3861800

ADVERT FILM SERVICE

STEDMAN PLUMBING & HEATING LTD
Boiler, Gas, Central Heating, Plumbing,

Electrical, Drainage Installations & Repairs
Office 01923 263572  Mob 07850 477518

info@stedmanplumbing.co.uk CATERING

Leon Catering is an established professional catering
company, delivering first class dinners, buffets and lunches.

Our new RossCo store is focussed on freshness and variety.

For the first time, RossCo’s provides an opportunity to buy a
complete new range of produce straight from the market to
your home.

: info@leoncatering.co.uk
: www.leoncatering.co.uk

: getfresh@rossco.shop
: www.rossco.shop

Fully insured with full public liabilty insurance
We do everything from complete re-roofs to small roof repairs
Annual roof overhauls
uPVC replacement fascia and soffit boards
Complete range of guttering and downpipe systems
Flat roof restructure, replacement and repairs

hannah@chipperfieldaccounting.co.uk

01923 269887

www.chipperfieldaccounting.co.uk

For more information visit our website www.chipperfield.org.uk
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DRIVING LESSONS

GARDENING SERVICES

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

COMPUTER SERVICES CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES

COMPLETE GARDEN DESIGN, PLANTING DESIGN 
& GARDEN STYLING

www.sunyagardens.co.uk
07768 002 808

A & C Tadman Ltd
Independent Funeral Directors For 5 Generations - established 1849

• Personal and professional 24 hour service • Horse drawn hearse specialists 
• Mercedes Hearse and Limousines • Private chapels of rest 

• We cover all areas • Arrangements made at your home if preferred 

Complete Funeral Arrangement Carried Out With Compassion

39a High Street, Kings Langley WD4 8AB • Tel/Fax: 01923 264296
E-mail: info@actadman.co.uk www.actadman.co.uk

James Peddle Ltd
INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS

James Peddle Ltd is still independently owned and managed. 
They pride themselves on giving a caring and understanding 24 hour personal service.

HOME ARRANGEMENTS BY APPOINTMENT · GOLDEN CHARTER PRE-PAYMENT PLANS
PROBATE ADVISORY SERVICE

10 MONEYHILL PARADE, UXBRIDGE ROAD, RICKMANSWORTH WD3 2BE · TEL (01923) 772013
172 NEW ROAD, CROXLEY GREEN, RICKMANSWORTH WD3 3HD · TEL (01923) 775013

51 LOWER ROAD, CHORLEYWOOD, HERTS WD3 5LQ TEL · (01923) 286102

TJM Gardening and
General Maintenance

ONE MAN FOR ALL YOUR JOBS
All Gardening and Property Maintenance 
Grass and Hedge Cutting • All Fencing 

Patio Building • Garden Rubbish Removal

PLEASE CALL TONY  PHONE: 01923 265447  
MOBILE: 07880 828573  

EMAIL: tmatt137@btinternet.com

NIKKI CLOUGH
Your LDC 
Local Driving Instructor
Mobile: 07795 36 29 53
Email: info@passwithnikki.co.uk

GENERAL GARDEN SERVICES
& WASTE CLEARANCE

Call Barry: 07775 881788 (Day) / 01923 260701(7pm +)

Suppliers of quality garden machinery
hand and power tools.

43–45 Hempstead Road, Kings Langley, WD4 8BS
Tel: 01923-268355

Tree & Hedge Cutting, Lawn Mowing, Overgrown Garden Clearance,
Pressure Washing, House, Garage & Shed Clearance

Waste Carrier Licensed

- General Garden Service

FLORISTS

call us on: 07961 790358
hemel@tappytoes.com

HEALTH

For more information visit our website www.chipperfield.org.uk
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HOME SERVICES

HEALTH

NEED A PHYSIOTHERAPIST?
For all your aches and pains and 

mobility problems, why not Contact
Anne Stickland

Chartered Physiotherapist
60 Tower Hill, Chipperfield, Herts, WD4 9LH

01442 832090
anne.stickland@gmail.com

PSYCHOTHERAPIST / COUNSELLOR
I am professionally qualified to help on issues

such as relationships, parenting, bereavement,
depression and addiction.

Call  07967124983 or email.jo@jobetts .com
www.jobetts.com/counselling

KINGS LANGLEY PHYSIOTHERAPY CLINIC
Clinic treatment and 

home visits undertaken
Physio-led Pilates Therapy classes 

at The Parish Room

Further details: 01923 261974

Kitchens | Bedrooms | Dressing Rooms  
Bathrooms |Studies | Libraries | Freestanding

Visit Our Showroom 
Greinan Farm, Tower Hill, Kings Langley WD4 9LU

w w w. luke jones furni ture .co.uk | 014 42 8 32891

Our range of quality German made kitchens
See website for more details.

BESPOKE FURNI TURE MAKER S

Rubbish Removal. Fully licensed household, garden and trade clearance.

A cheaper alternative to skip hire.
Call now for a free no obligation quote. 
www.enviremoval.co.uk 

t: 020 3771 0090 m:07557 789387

Bespoke Curtains, Blinds, Soft Furnishings,
Shutters, Upholstery and Interior Design

throughout Herts, Beds and Bucks. 
All our soft furnishings are handmade and fitted

to the highest quality and standard.
We offer an exceptional personal service in your

home so whether you are
re-styling a room or planning a whole new

project please visit us and browse through our
extensive wallpaper and fabric library.

Designers Guild ● Harlequin ● Scion ● Sanderson ●Prestigious Textiles 
Villa Nova ● Romo ● Ian Mankin ● and many more

31 High Street, Kings Langley, WD4 8AB
Contact - 01923 269326, 07774140526
Visit our website - www.sosoftdesigns.com

Ashleigh & Burwood fragrance gift sets now in stock 
as well as beautiful Tiffany lights.

Tel: 01442 831500

Email:
info@whitewoodproperties.co.uk

Thinking of selling or letting, 
or just curious as to the value 

of your home?

Call now to book a free 
valuation or market appraisal

LOOKING FOR A WINDOW CLEANER? 
Call Nigel on 07775 671611 

or go to my web site at 
nigelbrowne.co.uk

We are also on the Trustatrader site.   

WASP
PROBLEM?

Wasps/Hornets nests destroyed
£50

Normally same day service, 
incl weekends

Call David 07833 459321
fully insured 15 + years experience 

We pride ourselves in providing an Honest, Reliable,  
Friendly and Highly Professional Service

� Free Survey and Quotation without Obligation 
� Natural Stone and Hard Floor Cleaning
�  Commercial and Domestic

16 Magnolia Avenue, Abbots Langley WD5 0SW

www.shannoncleaning.co.ukwww.shannoncleaning.co.uk

We supply, install, maintain and renovate 
all types of flooring. We provide a professional, 
efficient and reliable service from start to finish.

Wood, Vinyl, Carpet and Safety Flooring.
Great Sarratt Hall Farm, Sarratt
enquiries@iron-wood.co.uk

www.iron-wood.co.uk
01923 445372

www.whitewoodproperties.co.uk
35a High Street • Bovingdon • Herts • HP3 0HG

FRAN BROWN PILATES & FITNESS
Monday Mornings 9.30-11.30am

Chipperfield Village Hall

HIIT Pilates 9.30-10.30
Chair & Beginners Pilates 10.45-11.30

All levels, men and women welcome, come and try a class.

To Book or for more information Contact Fran:
07900 858985

info@fransfitnesspilates.co.uk
www.fransfitnesspilates.com

ZUMBA with Ruddy
NEW fun Latin inspired ZUMBA

Chipperfield Village Hall Fridays @ 11.30

Text Amanda - 07964 288724

HEARTS NUTRITION CLUB
Start your journey to better health.

Book your FREE Wellbeing Evaluation and Body Scan today.
It’s simple, fun and enables you to achieve great health results,

including Weight loss/fat loss 
Improve energy & Improve sports performance

To book call Linzi Deayn 07956 502342

Brushes & Rollers
Interior Decorating

Contact: Clare McFadyen
01923 266660 * 07787 726612
clare.mcfadyen@hotmail.co.uk
www.brushesandrollers.co.uk

Rose Cottage, Chapel Croft, Chipperfield

For more information visit our website www.chipperfield.org.uk
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PET SERVICES 

PRINT & DESIGN

PHOTOGRAPHY

SCHOOLS & EDUCATION

SHOPS

SURVEYORS

OPEN
MORNING
Saturday, 9th March
9.30am – 12.30pm

To view, contact: 

01442 256143
email admin@westbrookhay.co.uk

www.westbrookhay.co.uk
London Road,

Hemel Hempstead HP1 2RF

The pupils’ overall
achievement is excellent, 

well supported by a 
broad and very well 
planned curriculum.

Independent Schools Inspectorate, 2011

Happiness | Confidence | Success

An Independent Prep School for 
boys and girls aged 3-13 years

Saturday March 1st 2025
9.30am - 12.30pm

Breakfast, Lunch, Afternoon, After School, Holiday Clubs
The Small Hall, The Common, Chipperfield
Tel: 01923 262830 / 07765 081114

Email: chipperfieldpreschool@hotmail.com

CHIPPERFIELD PRE-SCHOOL

Chipperfield Post Office 
and Village Store

Newspapers, Magazines, 
Stationery, Greetings Cards, Beers,
Wines, Spirits and foreign currency

NATIONAL LOTTERY 

Winter: Mon - Sat:  7.00am to 7.30pm
Summer: Mon - Sat:  7.00am to 8.00pm

Sun:  8.00am to 4.00pm
Tel: 01923 264279

For all your Post Office and grocery requirements

Store Opening Hours

HUGH CLIFFORD, B.Sc., FRICS

CHARTERED BUILDING SURVEYOR

Surveys, Commercial/Residential;
Planning Matters; Building Projects;

Repairs and Maintenance; Insurance Claims;
Dilapidations; Rent Reviews;

Valuations, Commercial/Residential
Building Disputes; Expert Witness.

Tel: 020 7431 0807 or 07970 646154

CHANDLERS CROSS

BOARDING KENNELS

FRIENDLY, FAMILY RUN BUSINESS
WITH OVER 60

YEARS EXPERIENCE

* INDIVIDUAL HEATED KENNELS

* ALL AGES CATERED FOR

* OPEN ALL YEAR

FOR ENQUIRIES & BOOKINGS

RING: 01923 260182

WWW.CHANDLERSCROSSKENNELS.CO.UK

PUBS & RESTAURANTS
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Ainsworth Farm
Cattery

Bucks Hill 
(near Sarratt/Chipperfield)

Hertfordshire WD4 9AP

Tel: 01923 264503
07834 269610

Licence no. ACSR24710   
Licensed by Three Rivers District Council  *** rating

THE HOME OF HIGH QUALITY
PERFORMING ARTS CLASSES IN WATFORD

Just 15 minutes from Chipperfield!

For children aged 3-18
www.thedantien.co.uk
or call 01923 236815

Dance classes from 3-18 years

BALLET
TAP

ACRO
COMMERCIAL JAZZ

& MORE!!

COLLECTIVEDANCEFINANCE@GMAIL.COM
WWW.COLLECTIVEDANCE.CO.UK

FREE TRIAL CLASS

PERFORMING ARTS

We would like to wish you all 
a Merry Xmas & A Happy New Year

Please follow us on our Facebook page
for upcoming events:

The Common, Chipperfield WD4 9BU

Sue & The Team welcome you to

The Windmill

FB -The Windmill Chipperfield
01923 264310
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no problem!

Free quotations provided.

For more information visit our website www.chipperfield.org.uk
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OUR LADY MOTHER OF THE SAVIOUR RC CHURCH 
I must admit I hate dark mornings. Do you? I’m retired now, but can clearly 
remember going to work in winter in the dark and returning home in the 
dark. Just getting out of bed when it’s still dark outside can be a real battle. 
Nowadays, if I am not in a rush, I can just roll over and stay snug and warm 
for as long as I wish! I have read that seasonal affective disorder is believed 
to affect as many as two million people in the UK each winter. We forget 
how powerful light is. We are so used to just tapping a switch and having 
light instantly that a power cut can immediately send us panicking for 
matches, candles and torches. ‘In the beginning’, the first book of the Bible 
tells us, ‘God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.  God saw that 
the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness’.  Now 
it’s February, we can see more light coming, minute by minute. As the 
earth turns on its axis, so the days are getting longer and the nights 
shorter. Spring is on its way.  
Forty days after Jesus’ birth, Mary and Joseph presented him in the 
temple, in accordance with the Jewish law that required that every first-
born male be dedicated to God. They had also observed the traditional 
40-day period of purification of mothers following childbirth. I can 
remember, when I was young, this day was known as the feast of the 
Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary. In 1969 the feast was given a 
stronger focus on Jesus and became known as the Presentation of the 
Lord. According to Luke’s Gospel, the presentation of Jesus and the 

ST PAUL’S AND HOLY CROSS 
Rectors Ramblings January / February 2025 
As if from nowhere, 2025 has arrived, and so has my first opportunity to 
wish most of you a very happy new year! 
Again I have to say “Where did 2024 go?” (I’m sure I’m not the only one 
who has had that conversation over these last few days). It feels like I 
blinked in mid-summer in the array of so many fabulous weddings, and 
then found myself preparing for Christmas and all the great mix of services 
we held at both St Paul’s and Holy Cross during the season. We even 
managed to hold ‘Christingle Forest Church’ in the woods for all the 
children of St Paul’s school, fill Holy Cross to bursting for carols and sneak 
a ‘real-life’ donkey into the church at St Paul’s! The decorations are down 
(well almost, at the vicarage), and the conversation in my house now is 
mostly centred around trying to find a New Year’s resolution that I hadn’t 
previously attempted and failed at, and will no doubt fail at again!  
Maybe you are the determined type and, after all the indulging at 
Christmas, name your New Year’s resolution and take yourself off to the 
gym, or join the ‘Couch to 5k’ running programme, or join a slimming 
group. Maybe you’ll be smashing ‘dry January’, or exploring ‘Veganuary’ 
or some other latest thing that will make you the best version of yourself 
for this coming year. The resolution list is endless, and there are even apps 
to help you achieve them. 
We choose to take up New Year’s resolutions because we hope they will 
benefit us. They are positive steps in improving our life in one way or 
another, physically or mentally. But, in our looking ahead to the new and 
improved us, do we consider our spirituality? That part of us that 
constantly searches for the meaning in life, the purpose for our existence, 
the ‘more and beyond’ than the present world can offer us, that 
connection with God, creator of the physical world we experience. 

ST PAUL’S PARISH CHURCH 
www.hcsp.net 
Incumbent: Reverend Sarah Miles 
Tel: 07525 491496 
revdsarahcollins@outlook.com

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH OF OUR LADY 
Father Richard Mway Zeng SDS 

 01923 266177 
Assistant Priest: Fr Dieudonne Zeng SDS 

BAPTIST CHURCH: Closed from February 2023

The Churches in Chipperfield

Spirituality is beyond our physical or material needs; it is a lifestyle that 
feeds our connectedness with God, each other and ‘the you’ that you truly 
are and were created to be: a child of God and an integral part of the world 
we live in alongside each other.                  
So, whether we are slogging on with our ‘new year, new me’ regimes or 
feeling guilty for having already given up by the time this goes to print, be 
reminded to go gently into this new year. Be kind to yourself, and take 
time to simply be, to enjoy the simple pleasures, take a walk, read a book, 
smile at a stranger and laugh with your friends. One of the greatest gifts 
I discovered in becoming a Christian was the freedom in the realisation 
that I am ‘OK’ just as I am and loved for all that I am by God (failed new 
year resolutions, mistakes and all!). May you know that you are too, as we 
leave the crib and the carols in the distance for another year and start to 
head towards the crown and the cross of Easter in our yearly 
remembering.  
If you would like some spiritual pondering this new year, why not join us? 
We will be running a course through Lent in preparation for Easter, looking 
at life’s big questions and what it means to have faith in our current times, 
and to which you are all welcome, or simply pop by and say hello at one 
of our services. 
Miroslav Volf, the Croatian theologian and co-author of the book ‘Life 
Worth Living’, said that ‘hope is love stretched into the future’. So may 
this new year be a happy one, may this new year be a healthy one, but 
most of all may this new year be one where we are all filled with so much 
hope for all that is to come. Enough said! 
Every blessing, Revd Sarah 
 

purification of the Blessed Mother both took place in the Temple on the 
same day, and so both are celebrated during Mass on February 2nd. This 
was Jesus’ first visit of many to the temple. It was the fulfilment of the 
prophecy of Malachi in the first reading of the day: “suddenly there will 
come to the temple, the Lord whom you seek.” (Mal 3:1) The gospel 
reading for this day is taken from Luke 2:22-38. When Mary and Joseph 
got to the Temple, we read about their encounter with Simeon and Anna, 
who had been waiting and waiting nearly their whole lifetime in the hope 
of seeing the promised Messiah. They recognised the baby Jesus 
immediately.  Simeon, inspired by the Holy Spirit, took the baby into his 
arms and said, “For my eyes have seen your salvation which you prepared 
in sight of all the peoples, a LIGHT for revelation to the Gentiles, and glory 
for your people Israel.” What Simeon said led to the feast also being called 
Candlemas. The Church developed a custom of lighting and blessing 
candles on this day as a reminder of that greater light.  
Reading the newspaper or watching the evening news, we can hardly grasp 
how much darkness we have in the world today.  But Jesus is the light that 
dispels the darkness. That light began on the first Christmas day and 
continues to spread. Let’s hope and pray that the Light of Jesus will always 
shine on us, in us, and radiate out from us. 
Sue Croucher
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ST PAUL’S AND HOLY CROSS BENEFICE 
Contact details: Sonya Tolmie 

holycrossstpauls@outlook.com 01923 264377

ST PAUL’S PARISH CHURCH WARDENS 
Phil Waine: 07771 712636 wainephilip50@gmail.com 
Judy Olney: 07958 377622 juditholney57@gmail.com

ST PAUL’S PARISH REGISTER 
3.12.2024 Denis Bunker 

Funeral followed by Burial in Burial Ground 
9.12.2024 Richard Lingham Kinder Nice 

Interment of Ashes     
16.12.2024 Frank Michael Venables 

Funeral followed by Burial in Burial Ground

DIARY OF SERVICES AT ST PAUL’S CHURCH, CHIPPERFIELD                                     
AND THE CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS, SARRATT 

The Church of England Benefice of Sarratt and Chipperfield 

Holy Cross Church is closed at present to enable improvements to be made 
to the church heating. It is hoped the work will be completed by 15 February. 
Until then, all services take place at St Paul’s.  

Everyone is welcome to attend any service in the Benefice 

For the most up-to-date information, see our Benefice Weekly News Sheet on 
hcsp.net. 

FEBRUARY 2025 

Sunday 2           PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE - Candlemas        
   10.45am          Benefice Eucharist (Holy Communion)                               St Paul's  

Sunday 9          4th Sunday before Lent                                                                     
   10.45am          Benefice Eucharist                                                                 St Paul's 

Sunday 16         3rd Sunday before Lent                                                                     
   9am                Morning Worship                                                            Holy Cross *
   * Morning Worship will take place if the heating work at Holy Cross has finished
   10.45am          All Together Service with Benefice Eucharist                                   
                           and breakfast                                                                         St Paul’s 

6.30pm      Compline (traditional night prayer) **                               Holy Cross ** 
   ** Compline will be held at St Paul’s, if the heating work at Holy Cross has not 
finished 

Sunday 23         2nd Sunday before Lent                                                                    
    9am                Morning Worship                                                                   St Paul’s
   10.45am          Benefice Eucharist                                                             Holy Cross 

MARCH 2025 (first part of month) 

Sunday 2           Sunday next before Lent                                                                   
   9am                 Morning Worship                                                               Holy Cross
   10.45am          Benefice Eucharist                                                                 St Paul's 

 

CHURCH OPENING TIMES 

St Paul’s is open each day between 10am and 4pm.                                                
Please continue to pray for the health of our nation and each other 

DIARY OF SERVICES AT OUR LADY  

MOTHER OF THE SAVIOUR RC CHURCH 

Sunday      10.00     Mass                NB For further information regarding  
Saturday    6.30       Vigil Mass       weekday Masses, please check the  
Friday        10.00     Mass                newsletter available at Saturday Mass

Chipperfield News is a newspaper for the community of Chipperfield and the surrounding area. Articles are welcomed though are published at the discretion of the editors. While it is our intention that readers 
should find these of interest, any such contribution, whether or not it bears the author’s name, is published on the basis that the views contained therein may or may not reflect those of Chipperfield News and, 
in all such cases, are not endorsed by the newspaper. As such, Chipperfield News takes no responsibility or liability for the information in these articles.

CHIPPERFIELD CARE is a group of 
volunteers who have got together to 
help those who are unable to find their 

own transport to essential appointments such as hospitals, doctors, dentists, 
medical clinics, fortnightly Sainsbury’s shop etc. 
If you are having problems getting to these, and are unable to use public transport 
or ask family for help, please call our Help Line on 01923 264700 - 9.30am - 
12.30pm on weekdays, and we will do our very best to help.                                  
Patricia Harrison (Organiser) and Mark Jarrad (Chairman)

PINTS OF VIEW AT THE PLOUGH  
The first Pints of View of 2025 will be held at The Plough, 
Belsize on Monday, 17 February at 8pm. Paul Olney 
will introduce the evening’s topic “Prison Sentencing - 
too many prisoners or not enough?” How best can the 
Government protect the public, encourage rehabilitation 
of prisoners and reduce levels of re-offending? Join us at 
The Plough on 17/2. Everyone welcome. 

BURIAL GROUND 
Requests for a burial or interment,  

contact the Trustees of the Burial Ground, 
Mike Joseph on 01923 261305  

or Tony Thompson on 01923 265690 
Burials 

3.12.2024  Denis Bunker 
(7 June 1940 –   5 November 2024) 
16.12.2024  Frank Michael Venables  
(22 May 1944 – 16 November 2024)

CHIPPERFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 

PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING:  
Tuesday, 18 February at 7.15pm 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING:  
Tuesday, 18 February at 7.45pm 

Both at Blackwell’s, The Common,  
Chipperfield, WD4 9BS 

Usha Kilich, Clerk to the council, 01923 263901 
parishclerk@chipperfield.org.uk 

www.chipperfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Visitors are welcome in the CPC office in the Village 
Hall on Monday - Thursday 11am to 1pm, Friday with 

appointment only.
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A Knatty Christmas Tree 
The Knatty 
Knitters were 
hard at work 
last year for 
their Christmas 
project, 
creating little 
gift bags with 
chocolate 
truffles inside 
for older 
members of our 
community.  
The project was 
so successful, 
that there were 
enough knitted 
bags to spare to 
decorate a tree 
for the Holy 
Cross Christmas 
Tree Festival. The handiwork included Mary, Joseph, baby Jesus, and 
the three kings, complete with their gifts of gold, frankincense and 
myrrh, all taking pride of place underneath the guiding star.  
Well done to our industrious knitters for a magnificent display and a 
successful community project - on to the next one!  Jane Deal
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St Paul’s Crib Service 
What a fun time we had at St Paul's church on Christmas 
Eve! The church was full to bursting as we were re-told the 
well known story of the very first Christmas (albeit from 
the viewpoint of a very grumpy innkeeper, who just 
wanted to go to bed!).  
We filled our little stable scene with angels, shepherds, kings 
and, of course, Mary and Joseph. Joseph, the totally modern 
man, came prepared with a kettle for hot water and blankets 
ready for the all-important arrival. No! Not for Eric the 
donkey, whom we managed to sneak in around the back and 
who arrived to strike a pose in front of the altar right on cue 

for the singing of 
'Little Donkey', but 
for the 'reason for 
the season', the 
baby Jesus. 
It was a wonderful 
way to kick off the 
celebrations, and 
we hope that those 
of you who came 
along enjoyed it as 
much as we 
enjoyed having you 
all there. 
Revd Sarah

CHIPPERFIELD CARE 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Tuesday, 4 March 2025 at 1.30pm 

St. Paul’s Parish Room 
We would love to invite anyone who is interested in 
the work of Chipperfield Care to join our volunteers 
for our AGM. At this meeting we hear from our 
Organiser, Patricia Harrison, about the work that the 
organisation had carried out over the past year, and 
we also adopt the charity’s accounts for the year 
2024, which are explained by our Treasurer, Juliane 
Coupland. We do, of course, welcome any questions. 
After the formal meeting we would be delighted to 
invite everyone to stay on for refreshments, with an 
opportunity to meet up with old and new friends. 
If you are not currently a volunteer, but might be able 
to spare 2 or 3 hours a month and are considering 
joining Chipperfield Care, either as a Driver or a Duty 
Officer (or both), you would be particularly welcome 
to stay on after the AGM to chat with other volunteers 
about what we do and how we do it. 
If you would like any further information, please 
contact either: 
Judy Saunders 01923 269270 (Chairman-Elect) or 
Patricia Harrison 01923 261595 (Organiser) 

New Year celebrations 
at Chipperfield Care  
Mark and Gay Jarrad hosted the annual 
Volunteers’ Chipperfield Care New Year 
Drinks Party in their home on 5 January 
2025. The Jarrad’s warm hospitality was 
much appreciated. Mark will be retiring as 
Chairman at the AGM 4 March 2025 and, as 
a small token of thanks, a special cake was 
enjoyed by all attending. 
As Captain of the “Good Ship Chipperfield 
Care” for 10 years, Mark has ensured that the 
friendly service offered to our clients was 
always available when needed.  
He has successfully guided the organisation through the good 
years and safely steered it through the stormy waters of Covid. 
Thank you from all the volunteers and clients.  
Sue Pinney

Louise Hammond from Bee 
Kind Services invited me 
and five volunteers from 

Chipperfield Care to their annual Christmas Lunch in the Village Hall on Tuesday, 3 
December. After a delicious turkey lunch, followed by mince pies and coffee, we 
were entertained by the children of St Paul’s School, who obviously enjoyed the 
singing as much as we did. We all came away with gifts, and it was lovely to see so 
many happy faces. Thank you on behalf of Chipperfield Care to Louise and all her 
wonderful Volunteers for a memorable afternoon. Mrs Patricia Harrison, 
Chipperfield Care Organiser
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DENS - Winter Appeal for the “hidden” homeless 

As the dark and freezing winter nights draw in, DENS has launched 
its Winter Appeal to help local people facing homelessness during 
the winter season. 

The rising cost of living, an unexpected job loss or a relationship falling apart can be enough 
to turn someone’s world upside down. It can happen to anyone, and homelessness doesn’t 
always look the way we think it does. 
Sarah’s story is a prime example of how quickly life can unravel. At 18, Sarah was forced out 
of the family home. Her mum was in debt and couldn’t afford to keep a roof over her head. 
Sarah worked multiple jobs to rent a small bedsit, proud to have built a home for herself and 
her dog, Buster. But when her landlord drastically raised the rent, Sarah lost the home she’d 
fought so hard for. She spent months sleeping on friends’ sofas and floors, desperately searching for a new place, but the rising rents and 
refusal of landlords to accept Buster left her out of options. As winter approached, Sarah faced the terrifying reality of sleeping rough. One 
night, someone spotted her sleeping in a car and called DENS. That moment changed everything. 
Today, with the support of DENS, Sarah is safe and rebuilding her life – with Buster still by her side. 
DENS is asking residents of Dacorum to give an extra gift this winter, so that they can give people like Sarah a hot meal, a safe space 
to sleep and a pathway to a better future. 
Wendy Lewington, DENS CEO, said: “Sarah had tried so hard to stay off the streets. Her homelessness was hidden and unexpected. For every 
story like Sarah’s, there are many still out there, fighting to stay safe, battling the cold, desperate and alone.”  
To help rebuild the lives of local people this winter, donate now at www.dens.org.uk/winter-appeal-24. 
If you are concerned about a rough sleeper in Dacorum, please call DENS on 01442 800131. Alternatively, call Dacorum Borough 
Council on 01442 228000, or visit www.streetlink.org.uk.

Chipperfield Horticultural Society 
Happy New Year! 
With a hard frost making the winter garden look beautiful, our 
thoughts turn to the gardening year ahead. We have a full 
programme of events for 2025 and look forward to welcoming 
members old and new. 
Our next AGM will take place in the Parish Room on Monday, 3 
February at 7.30pm, followed by a short talk from local grower John 
Lowe on “Allotment Life.”  This will be followed by cheese and 
wine.Chrysanthemum cuttings will be available free of charge and 
membership can be  renewed at a cost of £5.  
Our first show of the year is the Spring Show in the Village Hall on 
Saturday, 22 March. Daffodils should take centre stage, along with 

other flowers, vegetables and a chance to show off the handicrafts 
you have been working on throughout the winter. Photography 
categories are “Stormy Weather”, “Friendship” and “Cobwebs”. So 
check your phones and computers or, even better if you can, head 
outside and look for inspiration! Domestic classes include: 4 Seeded 
Rolls, a Lemon Drizzle Cake, and 4 Vegetable Samosas. For the 
Juniors we have an Egg Box Easter Garden and A Cake Made from a 
Cake Mix. 
We are a supportive, friendly group and would welcome some new 
committee members to help run the Society going forwards. 
Members should be receiving emails, updating them of our plans. If 
not, then please contact us at chipperfieldhortsoc@hotmail.com. 
Please also let us know if your contact details have changed. 
Mo Barton

St Paul’s Churchyard 
Working Party 
…involved about 18 willing 
volunteers, including our cook, 
Phil Waine. Many thanks for all 
your hard work and good humour!  
Frances Onians 07716 221608

Chipp_News_Feb_2025_365.qxp_Layout 1  18/01/2025  10:05  Page 14



Chipperfield Short Mat 
Indoor Bowls Club 

February, the SHORTest month of the year, has arrived, 
and with it the SHORT and beautiful birth month flowers of 
violets and primroses.  
WIth SHORTness comes a BIG opportunity, especially when it 
means bowling indoors at this time of year. Our Club has been 
in the village for 40 years - and that’s not a SHORT time. We 
play bowls in the Chipperfield Village Hall twice a week on a 
SHORT mat. Each session lasts for two hours, and we have a 
SHORT break for refreshments halfway through, although most 
of our members think two hours is just too… SHORT.   
Bowling can be a SHORTcut to new friendships, gentle exercise 
and competition with like-minded people. 
Oh, and that BIG opportunity?… Well, time isn’t too SHORT to 
find out more. So, drop into the village hall, just a SHORT walk 
from the Two Brewers, and find us 
every Tuesday evening from 7pm or 
Friday afternoons from 2pm. You 
would be so very welcome. 
John Theobald - Club Secretary

Page 15February 2025Chipperfield NEWS

Chipperfield Corinthians 
Football Club 

After narrow defeats in 2 of their first 3 
games, Chipperfield went on an unprecedented run, 
winning 14 successive games. In the league, they have won 
11 and drawn 1 of their last 12 league games, including a 
massive 5-2 win just before Christmas at fortress Queen St 
against local title rivals Everett Rovers - league table 
below. The simple job is to win all our remaining games 
and then we will win the league!  

Herts County League Premier Division 

                                                        P     W    D    L      F      A   Points       

1   London Cheetahs                  17    13     2    2     53     15       41 

2   Chipperfield Corinthians   15    12     1    2     54    22      37 

6  Everett Rovers                       13     9      1    2     66    29      28 

 
The reserves had a challenging start to the season but have hit 
form recently, winning 4 and drawing 1 of their last 5 games to 
start moving up the league. They are through to their first cup 
semi final, to be played in February. 

The third team has had an inconsistent season so far and is 
currently mid-table, but hopes that, with better availability, 
results will pick up in 2025. The team also has a cup quarter 
final to look forward to. 

All games at Queen Street are on Saturday afternoons, and all 
support would be very much welcomed. 

Martyn Dicker, President, Chipperfield Corinthians FC 
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A cold start to a new year 

A cold snap at the beginning of January has seen my bird feeders in great demand, with a 
good mix of birds coming for a free feed. As well as the usual mix of small birds, a pair of 
jays have become regular customers, and boy do they get through a lot of peanuts! 
Jays are colourful members of the crow family and thought to be one of the cleverest birds around. 
They are usually woodland birds and don’t often use bird feeders, but these two know a good thing 
when they see one. The peanut feeder has to be refilled almost every day, and I think a fair few are 
being ‘cached’ in case of hard times. It is said that a large proportion of oak trees grow from acorns 
that were planted by Jays who never got hungry enough to go back for them. In a mast year, when 
the oak trees produce a bumper crop, Jays will bury hundreds of acorns, way more than they can 
eat, and so the young oaks will grow well away from the parent tree. It’s a great partnership; the 
jay gets a good food supply, and the tree gets its seed dispersed. With their lovely blue wing flash, 
white rump and pinkish body, they make a colourful addition to the bird table, and the small birds 
don’t seem to be too intimidated by them. That’s not the case when the bright green parakeets 
arrive; their noisy squawking sends everything diving for cover! 
I try to offer a range of food; peanuts, sunflower seeds, fat balls and a few dried meal worms that 
the robins love. One robin knows the sound of the dustbin lids where I keep the food. He comes into the carport and gets some mealworms thrown 
on the floor. The robins are getting braver. Last year I had one that would take mealworms from my hand, but only if I looked the other way. 
When it’s very frosty, water is very important for all wildlife. I keep the pumps going in the wildlife pond so that it never freezes, but just an old 
washing up bowl can be a lifeline in hard times. 
As ever, I am hoping for some proper snow, my toboggan at the ready!  Wendy Bathurst 

Meetings are normally held on the first Monday of each month at the Chipperfield 
Village Hall, featuring a natural history talk, not necessarily just about birds.   
Our next meeting is on Monday, 3 February, when our speaker will be Gareth 
Fisher, with a talk entitled ‘Discovering our Wonderful RSPB Woodlands’. Gareth 
‘takes us’ to some of the many RSPB woodland reserves.   
Doors open at 7.15pm, with the meeting starting at 7.45pm and finishing at 
around 9.45pm. As usual, there will be refreshments, raffle, displays of members’ 
photographs, local news, and other activities.  
Our next outing is a local trip on Saturday, 22 February to the Cassiobury Local 
Nature Reserve, Watford. The Cassiobury LNR is a wildlife haven in a corner of 
Cassiobury Park, close to the bustling heart of Watford. The wet habitats found 
there were once shallow watercress beds, fed with water from the river through a 
series of ditches. 
Anyone is welcome to attend the monthly meetings and outings, whether 
experienced or not. RSPB membership is not essential. There is no annual 
membership fee, but a small entry fee. 

'Hawfinch'. Copyright is with 'RSPB Images'

HEMEL HEMPSTEAD LOCAL GROUP

Chipperfield News 
The March 2025 issue is published on 27 February 2025, the last date for copy is 7 February 2025. 

Articles or Advertisements are welcome if sent by e-mail or as an attached MS Word doc to:  
 editor.chipperfieldnews@gmail.com (editorial) - tombryan20@aol.com�(advertising).

Chipperfield News is printed by GPS Printworks.  
Unit 7, Mowat Industrial Estate, Sandown Road, Watford WD24 7UY  

T: 01923 242128 E: sales@gpsprintworks.co.uk 

So, please come along and/or visit our website at 
https://group.rspb.org.uk/hemelhempstead/ or by 
contacting Mary on 01442 264752.  For outing details, 
contact Axel on 01442 257856. 
We look forward to seeing you at our monthly meetings.  
Ian Gill

Chipp_News_Feb_2025_365.qxp_Layout 1  18/01/2025  10:05  Page 16


